Papillon Haven Rescue

General Fostering Guidelines

Picking up your Foster Dog:

If a dog is taken from a shelter, it should be taken to a vet immediately, without going home to the volunteer’s house first, if possible.  If not, plan a visit to the veterinarian within 48 hours of arrival at your home.  (Please do ask if your vet will give a discount for rescue dogs.  Most vets will give a 25% to 30% discount for true rescue dogs.  Papillon Haven is a 501c3 corporation, for which we can provide documentation, if asked.)  If possible, take a fresh stool sample for testing.  Have your vet check for parasites, including heartworm; condition of nails, feet, skin, ears; and a general hearing and sight test so that we might let adopters know how well their new dog can see and hear.  If the rescue is a mill dog, please request a brucellosis short test, as well.  

Until the dog can be vetted, he should be quarantined somewhere away from the other animals in the house, if possible.  It is absolutely imperative to keep your own pets’ boosters current when doing rescue work.  Your pets must come first. 
Things to take with you when you go to pick up the new rescue:

· Paper toweling for cleanups

· Travel crate

· Old bath towel or mat for comfort in the crate

· Treats – good for diversion when needing to put on collar or harness, etc.

· Squeaky toy – also good for diversion

· Leash for walking dog prior to traveling

· Papillon Haven Release Form to be signed by person who has the dog, and the PHR rep

· Some form of identification for the dog, in case he should get lost.  His own rabies tag from the shelter will do, or if you have an old rabies tag for your own dog, you might temporarily put it on his collar as a way for someone who might find him to contact you, until you can obtain a PHR dog tag.
Information to get from the shelter, if applicable:

· Is the dog microchipped?  If so, get the number.

· What shots have they given him?

· Is there any history available on the dog, such as what kind of family he came from?

· Did he receive regular vet care?

· Why was he turned in? (Use as a guideline – this may not be the “”whole truth”.)

· What kind of food was he used to?

· What kind of personality have they observed?

· Have they noticed any health or behavior issues?

· If the dog is not neutered, and this is to be done by the rescue group, be sure to obtain the dog’s case number or reference number in order to provide proof of neutering to the shelter.

Deciding whether to take the dog into your home to foster:

It is very helpful to take the time to interact with the dog you are considering rescuing.  

· Walk around with him.

· Hold him.

· Speak softly to him and assure him he is going to be all right.

· See how he reacts to your handling his ears, paws and tail.  This can give you an idea if the dog is timid, or very friendly.

· Does he go to the bathroom as soon as he is let out of his kennel?  If so, it may be a good indication that he is housetrained.

· Does he seem happy to be with you?

If you decide to take the dog into rescue, and it has to be neutered or spayed before leaving, ask if they will bathe the dog prior to surgery.  Some shelters have volunteers who will do this for you.  Remember, the dog cannot be bathed for 10 days after surgery.  Many shelters will release an unaltered dog to rescue groups with the understanding that the dog will be altered, usually within a certain period of time.   After the dog is neutered, the rescue group must generally provide proof via a copy of the veterinarian’s bill for services, which may be faxed or mailed to the shelter.  Some shelters also require a form showing the dog’s case number to be filled out.

When you arrive home:

Take the dog to the place you have prepared for him.  Show him food and water bowls, and perhaps provide him with a special toy or bone just for him.  Provide comfortable, clean towels or other padding for him to sleep on.  Give him time to rest in his new environment without stimulation from outside sources before introducing him to the rest of the family.  Acclimate him to other members of the family, both animal and human, gradually, that is, short exposures, and then a rest period.  Many times a foster dog is already experiencing elevated stress levels due to leaving their previous environment.  It is advisable to take things slowly so as not to overwhelm them with too much stimulation too quickly.  Whenever a dog is experiencing elevated stress levels, he is more susceptible to displaying behavioral challenges or to acquiring physical health complications.  Try to put yourself in his place.  Perhaps you will better understand how potentially frightening all these changes can be.  Perhaps he has just been neutered or spayed, and is feeling the effects of anesthesia, or maybe he has just received vaccines and is not feeling up to par.  When you feel he is ready, introduce him to the other family members SLOWLY and let him tour his new home under supervision.  How much of the house he gets to investigate will depend upon whether or not you are going to quarantine the dog for a few days.  

Bathing: 

Plan to bathe your foster dog as soon as possible once arriving in your care.  EXCEPTION:  Do not bathe if extremely fearful, aggressive, or suspect he could be ill.  Check for any skin lesions or flea or tick infestations, particularly behind ears, between toes and under arms.  Plan to start him on a vet prescribed heartworm and flea/tick preventative as soon as your vet approves it.  NOTE: Never give heartworm preventative without a current negative heartworm test, unless the dog has been on monthly heartworm preventative AND we have vet records which show a heartworm test within the last year.  

NOTE:  It is Papillon Haven’s policy that no dog be given the ProHeart 6 injection for heartworm, even at the recommendation of your veterinarian.  Papillon Haven will not pay for ProHeart 6 injections. The FDA has requested the recall of ProHeart 6 Injectable Heartworm product from the market due to serious health concerns.

Dog not Eating:

It is very common for a foster dog arriving in a new home to refuse food until they feel more settled.  Sometimes, they will even refuse water.  Days could potentially go by before they are willing to eat.  This places your foster dog in serious danger of having his blood sugar dip too low, which can result in a hypoglycemic seizure.  To prevent this, it is imperative that they receive nutrients from day one of arriving in your care.  If you detect that they are not eating, immediate steps must be taken to ensure their safety.  Notify Jan Jorolan, Sharan Cole or your Foster Team Leader immediately if your new foster is not eating or drinking.

As a rule of thumb, please note the following guidelines:

A dog can go 24 hours without food if they are still drinking water.  But, if he goes 48 hours and is not eating, then medical help MUST be sought even if he is still drinking.  If he is not drinking, then medical care needs to be found within 24 hours.

NutraStat is a product that is available through most pet supply catalog companies or local pet supply retailers.  It is always advisable to have a tube of this on hand.  It is easy to administer, and you may find that your foster dog readily accepts it.  Karo Syrup is also a good remedy for low blood sugar.  If your foster dog rejects it, don’t give up.  Place some on the tip of your finger and insert it into this mouth.  Some dogs will also accept a spoonful of canned dog food, or a little chicken and rice, even if they won’t eat any dry kibble.  Persistence in getting your foster dog to take in nutrients is a necessity.  Young puppies are especially vulnerable to waning blood sugar levels.

Housetraining:

You will need to assess the dog’s level of housetraining, and respond accordingly.  Remember that a change in diet can cause intestinal distress, as can a stressful change in environment, so be prepared for this eventuality with plenty of paper toweling and an enzymatic cleaner (such as Nature’s Miracle) to clean up accidents.  Make sure your fence is secure, and keep him on a leash at first, even in a fenced area, in case he can climb a fence.  Or, in the case of a mill rescue, they may bolt to the far corner and try to evade capture.

If the dog is not housetrained and you need help with this process, please contact your Regional Team Leader, or Kay Dillingham, Jan Jorolan or Jan Wilkes.  Please do not punish the dog for accidents, rather ignore this behavior and take him outside.  Show him where to go, and praise and treat any successes.  Sometimes, it is necessary for younger or untrained dogs to be leashed to you, and taken out at regular intervals until they learn what is expected.  YOU are also learning during this period what signals the dog gives to let you know he needs to go.  The use of belly bands or potty pants is approved if necessary with the ultimate goal being successful housetraining.

Housing:

You may choose to put your rescue in a crate, playpen or exercise pen to be able to confine a dog that is not housebroken or one who marks, yet allow him to be near you.  You may prefer an x-pen or playpen because it is more open.  You can reach in and pet the dog easily.  Both fold down and can be moved to always be where you are.  The dog can stand, sit, lie down or stand on his hind legs without any restrictions.  There is room for food and water bowls and a bed.

An adjustable gate is very handy for keeping the dog in a safe place like the kitchen or bathroom when you have to leave the house without him.  It is open, lets air circulate and the dog see out, but safely confines him.

NOTE: Your foster dog must NEVER be left outside unsupervised, or housed out of doors.

Neutering:

If the dog must be neutered as part of the agreement for removing it from the shelter, please notify either Sharan Cole or your Foster Team Leader.  If the dog’s teeth need to be cleaned, it is always a good idea to have this done at the same time the neuter takes place.  Also, request they do an anal expression and trim the nails at the same time.  This saves the cost of a second anesthesia (good for the dog and good for us.)  Most veterinarians do not charge for the anal purge and nail trim done when the dog is under anesthesia.

General notes:

· If possible, may we use one or two of your heartworm preventative pills/chewables while the dog is in rescue and reimburse you for that used portion?  

· Get the dog vetted as soon as possible so that any health problems are discovered and immediately cared for.  He will need a clean bill of health so that he is ready to go to his “forever home” as soon as one is found.

· Send the vet evaluation and a picture of the rescue to In-Take Team Leader as soon as possible.  You may fax it to 501-865-4600 or email us at jorolan@catc.net.

· For vet bill reimbursement, mail original copies of the shelter rescue fee (if any) and vet bills to Sharan within thirty (30) days.  Use the Reimbursement Form to be found under Files then Forms at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Paphaven/.

· Please fill out the PHR Initial Foster Dog Report that will be sent to you online, and be prepared to fill out updates on a bi-weekly basis thereafter, as well.  These detailed reports and updates are important, because they help us to match the dog to his potential adopters.

· For assistance contact your Foster Team Leader, Regional Team Leader, Jan Jorolan or Sharan Cole.

